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Is there a secret formula for getting rich? For going viral? For deciding how long to stick with your
current job, Netflix series, or even relationship? This book is all about the equations that make
our world go round. Ten of them, in fact. They are integral to everything from investment banking
to betting companies and social media giants. And they can help you to increase your chance of
success, guard against financial loss, live more healthfully, and see through scaremongering.
They are known by only the privileged few - until now.With wit and clarity, mathematician David
Sumpter shows that it isn't the technical details that make these formulas so successful. It is the
way they allow mathematicians to view problems from a different angle - a way of seeing the
world that anyone can learn.Empowering and illuminating, The Ten Equations shows how math
really can change your life.

“Hugely entertaining, erudite . . . It's nice to be spoken to in grown-up language by a genius. You
will come away from Sumpter's book with a much clearer idea of why the world is less messy
than it appears.” - E&T Magazine“Sumpter writes fascinatingly about his experiences as a
consulting mathematician. . . Show[s] the relevance of mathematics to today's world.” - Times
Higher Education“Sometimes books about numbers come along and we’re so ecstatic that we
just pop with delight. One such book is The Ten Equations that Rule the World.” - Tim Harford,
More or Less BBC4“These aren't the equations of Newton or Einstein crisp relations describing
the evolution of a clockwork universe. These are the equations of randomness, expectation, and
imperfect information. The equations, in other words, of the real world. David Sumpter provides
an entertaining tour that will change how you see the world.” - Sean Carroll, author of Something
Deeply Hidden--This text refers to the hardcover edition.About the AuthorDavid Sumpter is
Professor of Applied Mathematics at the University of Uppsala, Sweden, and the author of
Soccermatics and Outnumbered. His scientific research ranges from ecology and biology to
political science and sociology, and he has been an international consultant in government,
artificial intelligence, sports, gambling, and finance. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.
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Ebook Tops Reader, “Fantastic book about applied mathematics in real life. I’m not sure why
previous reviews were so negative. It seems likely previous reviewers were more concerned with
political alignment than the actual content.This is an incredible book. I’ve done the rare thing of
also purchasing a copy in hardcover to refer to again and again.I say this as a practicing data
scientist at a Fortune 100 company; this book will, or should, change the way you think about the
world. I have a very strong background in mathematics and data science, so none of the
concepts were exactly new to me. That said, they were described accurately, and the mind
blowing part was the way the author connected the application of these equations into different
domains for the purpose of showing the wide variety of problems which can be solved using
these ten simple equations.I would highly encourage everyone to pick up a copy and at least
familiarize yourself with the concepts, as these equations are actually changing your world, right
now, and you owe it to yourself to understand them. Hopefully you can find a way to apply them
to make your life better; I know I certainly will be.Highly highly recommended!”

AJ, “Great Macro Perspective for How Our Digital World Operates. I'm not sure why the other
reviewer said that this book is poorly written. This book was very well written and the equations
thoroughly explained. I actually bought both the Kindle version and the hardcover. However, as
someone who is still struggling with mathematics and eager to learn more I wish the author had
been more explicit in how he explained the ways in which ordinary readers could apply these
insights to our own lives. Perhaps in future editions he could expand further on the practical
applications. In any case the insights offered in this book make a valuable contribution to how
our digital world operates, and should be something most people should be aware of. Very
illuminating.”

Gustavo Murguia, “Excellent book. Interesting and so nice approach. Easy to read”

Shiatsu/MBA, “Understanding AI. An understandable summary of the foundational premises of
AI development.”

George Poirier, “Mathematical Adventures. In this book, the author presents ten equations, one
per chapter, describes them and shows how they are used. Some of these equations were
familiar to me but several were not.I found that the author’s very chatty writing style made this
book a pleasure to read. The explanations for the equations are generally clear and the
examples that he gives in using them are usually useful, but not always. I did find some of the
passages a bit challenging such that going through them again, more slowly, would be indicated.
The only problem that I found regarding a reader actually wanting to use some of these
equations is in deciding what numbers to assign to the quantities on the right hand sides – a
very subjective exercise that would have a bearing on the results.This book should be of



particular interest to mathematics enthusiasts as well as those who wish to understand a bit
more about how our world works.”

The book has a rating of  5 out of 4.2. 52 people have provided feedback.
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